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Nibbles’ News 
Message from the President,  

For cats and dogs at the Bella Vista Animal Shelter, life goes on as usual. 
Our dedicated and loving staff is there every day looking after them, just 
like always. With our cleaning protocol, it may be one of safest buildings to 
enter in today’s environment. Still, we can’t take a chance of COVID-19 
community spread so only serious adopters are allowed at the shelter for 
now. My hope is that everyone is following CDC Guidelines so we can gain 
control of this virus and return to our “new” normal lives. I’m going to ad-
dress two issues in my message for this newsletter: Microchips and Fund-
ing.  

A microchip for cats and dogs is about the size of small grain of rice. It is 
inserted on the back of the neck between the shoulders so quickly, the dog 
or cat doesn’t realize it happened. Once implanted, the animal is identifiable 
for life by anyone with a reading wand and access to a database. You can 
have your furry friends chipped by your veterinarian or bring them to the 
shelter where for $20 they will be chipped and entered in a data base. Both 
the shelter and your Bella Vista Animal Control Officer have wands and ac-
cess to the data base. Over half the dogs brought to the shelter are returned 
to their owners. If chipped, they could be returned home by animal control 
and avoid being taken to the shelter and confined until being reclaimed.  

Surrounding major cities (Rogers, Springdale, Fayetteville) have replaced 
dog licensing and tags with microchipping. Bella Vista is on the cusp of do-
ing the same but for some reason, our city council is reluctant to do away 
with licenses and tags entirely. We already know tags don’t work. Animal 
Control has not picked up a dog with a city tag to date. Microchipping and 
registration would be a lifetime “license” for your dog.  

The BVAS is facing the uncertainty of holding our major fund-raising events 
this year. They are the Garage Sale, Pars for Paws Golf Tournament and 
Wiener/Corgi Races. Area small businesses are the lifeblood for the golf 
tournament and races. During this pandemic, we understand when they are 
reluctant to make commitments even out as far as July and October. The 
city tells us they are unable to commit more funds to the shelter. That 
means the shelter will receive less than 25% of expenses from the City of 
Bella Vista this year. I would like to see a 50/50 partnership with our city  
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2020 Yearly Stats 

Dogs 
March 31, 2020   
26 Dogs In House  1 Dog in Foster Care  

Cats 
March 31, 2020  52 Cats In House   
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Letter from the President continued… 
 
and its taxpayers. I think that would make a great example of government and a non-profit working together for 
the benefit of all citizens.  

It’s only with the generosity of our supporters that we can provide our services to all residents of Bella Vista. We 
would like to keep you informed through this newsletter and occasional updates. If you are reading this from an 
email, great. If you are reading a paper copy, please send an email to bvas_ed@yahoo.com and request to be added 
to our email distribution list. We can save paper and printing cost by using email.  

Stay well,  

Curt Stoops, President BVAS Board of Directors  
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Wish List 
High Quality Dry Dog & Cat Food  

Dog Toys          Purina Kitten Chow       Clay Cat Litter                

Paper Towels         Bleach           Laundry Detergent  

Large Heavy Duty Trash Bags     Dishwashing  Detergent  

Dog & Cat Frontline     Rubber-backed Rugs 

Odo Ban Disinfectant          Blankets & Towels 

Printer Cartridges (call to confirm type) 

SENIORS FOR SENIORS 

BVAS Seniors for Seniors adoption program is open to all.  It was de-
veloped to help senior humans rediscover the joys of having a cat or 
dog in their lives, and the program 
places senior cats and dogs (typically 
over 6 years of age) with senior citizens 
who are 60 years of age or older. 

BVAS expert matchmakers will help 
you select a companion who fits into 
your lifestyle and housing situation 
without an adoption fee with an ap-
proved adoption application. 

 
Search for  

@BellaVistaAnimalShelter  

on Facebook. 
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Falco 

7ʝɻNɈ 

Missy 

5ʅȩʑɚ 

Social Distancing & Pets 
It is healthy to spend time outdoors while physical distancing, as long as you are feeling well 
and can remain at least 6 feet away from other people. Avoid crowded areas like dog parks and 
busy trails, but quiet neighborhood streets and less popular trails can give you an excellent  
opportunity to get outside to a long walk with your dog. Fresh air and exercise will likely alle-
viate some of the stress and anxiety that you may be feeling, while giving your dog some fun 
and exercise. 

If you have cats, find new ways to play with them indoors. There are many different types of 
cat toys available (many of which can be ordered online, allowing you to avoid a shopping trip), 
but cardboard boxes and balled-up paper that you likely already have at home can also provide 
a source of entertainment for both you and your cat. 
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In the animal care field we can see many bad things 
that people do to animals.  We also are very fortunate to 
see the compassionate and generous side of people.  
Adopting a senior dog is a very hard thing to do for most 
people.  They know that they are only going to have the    
animal for a short amount of time.  On the other hand, 
no senior dog deserves to be discarded and allowed to die 
in a shelter after giving love to families for so many 
years. 
 
Siggy came into the Shelter in 2013.  She was a two year 
old Shepherd Mix.  She lived in a loving home until 2017 
when the family needed to bring her back to the shelter 
because they had a two year old child in the home.     
Siggy was adopted in 2018 to a loving couple.  She had two good years with the 
family.  The couple    divorced and Siggy was caught in the cross fire.  Siggy came 
back to the Shelter in 2020.  She was here for a month until the most amazing 
couple came to the shelter to see her.  They already have a senior dog that is ten 
years old like     Siggy.  They wanted to adopt Siggy and make sure that the time 
she has left is in a loving home with people who will do anything to make sure 
she has the most amazing life.  These are the types of adoptions and unions that 
we live for at the shelter.  We are so happy for Siggy and her new family. 
 
Laurie May 
Shelter Manager 

More  SPOTLIGHT PETS 
available for  adoption 

Visit us On Petfinder.com! 

Adoption fees: Dogs $60, Cats $45. 

Fees cover: 

 Spay/neuter 

Worm treatments 

Age appropriate shots including rabies 
inoculation (if old enough); dogs, 
DHLPP, cats FVRCP; free vet check and 
microchipping� 

Nadia 

Fagan 
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:LWK�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�SHRSOH�DFURVV�WKLV�FRXQWU\�DQG�WKH�ZRUOG�VKHOWHULQJ�LQ�SODFH�DW�KRPH�
EHFDXVH�RI�&29,'-����WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�%HOOD�9LVWD�$QLPDO�6KHOWHU�6WDII�DUH�VWLOO�KDUG�DW�
ZRUN���7KLV�GHGLFDWHG�VWDII�FRQWLQXH�WR�VWHS�XSa�VDFULILFLQJ�WKHLU�KHDOWK�IRU�WKH�DQLPDOV�WKH\�
ORYH���(YHU\GD\��VHYHQ�GD\V�D�ZHHN��WKH\�DUH�DW�WKH�6KHOWHU�FOHDQLQJ��IHHGLQJ��JLYLQJ�PHGL�
FDO�FDUH��LQWDNLQJ�DQLPDOV�DIWHU�KRXUV�DQG�PRVW�LPSRUWDQWO\�ORYLQJ�WKH�FDWV�DQG�GRJV�WKDW�FDOO�
WKH�%9$6�KRPH�XQWLO�UHWXUQHG�WR�RZQHUV�RU�DGRSWHG���� 
 
5LJKW�QRZ��WKH�%HOOD�9LVWD�$QLPDO�6KHOWHU�LV�QRW�WDNLQJ�9ROXQWHHUV�RU�&RPPXQLW\�6HUYLFH�
ZRUN�EXW�ZH�$5(�VWLOO�WDNLQJ�ORYLQJ��SURVSHFWLYH��DGRSWLYH�IDPLOLHV�ZKR�ZLVK�WR�VSHQG�WKHLU�
WLPH�DQG�ORYH�ZLWK�D�QHZ��IXUU\��IDPLO\�IULHQG���+RXUV�RI�RSHUDWLRQ�UHPDLQ�7XHVGD\�WKURXJK�
6XQGD\�IURP����D�P��–���S�P���&ORVHG�0RQGD\�� 
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3HW�SDUHQWV�DUH�KRPH�PRUH�ZLWK�WKHLU�IRXU-OHJJHG�IULHQGV�ZKR�DUH�ORYLQJ�LW� 
3HW�ORYLQJ�SDUHQWV�FDQ�EH�WHDFKLQJ�WKHLU�KRPH�ERXQG�FKLOGUHQ�ERWK�SHW�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�SHW�

WUDLQLQJ�EXW�DOVR�WKH�DUW�RI�JLYLQJ�a�WR�ERWK�SHWV�DQG�SHRSOH� 
$GRSWLQJ�D�6KHOWHU�3HW�FDQ�UHOLHYH�VWUHVV�DQG�DQ[LHW\�DQG�LV�DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�WUHDWPHQW�IRU�

PDQ\�LOOQHVVHV�VXFK�DV�GHSUHVVLRQ�RU�HYHQ�ORQHOLQHVV�� 
 

:LWK�WKH�HFRQRPLF�FOLPDWH�FKDOOHQJLQJ�DOO�$PHULFDQV�� LW� LV�DOVR�H[WUHPHO\�LPSRUWDQW�ULJKW�
QRZ�WR�VXSSRUW�\RXU�QRQ-SURILW�DQLPDO�VKHOWHU�� �([SHQVHV�WR�FDUH�IRU�WKHVH�ORYLQJ�DQLPDOV�
FRQWLQXH� HYHU\�GD\�� 3OHDVH� FRQWLQXH� WR� EOHVV� \RXU� ORFDO�6KHOWHU�ZLWK�ZKDW� \RX� FDQ� VSDUH���
5LJKW�QRZ��WKH�%9$6�PD\�QRW�EH�DEOH�WR�DFFRPPRGDWH�WKH�IDPLO\�YLVLW�EXW�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�
ZKDW�\RX�JLYH�HYHU\�GD\�LV�VHULRXVO\�DSSUHFLDWHG� 
 
:H�ZLVK� \RX� DQG� \RXU� IDPLO\� KHDOWK� DQG� KDSSLQHVV� GXULQJ� WKHVH� GLIILFXOW�
GD\V�DQG�ORRN�IRUZDUG�WR�LQYLWLQJ�\RX�EDFN�WR�WKH�6KHOWHU�ZKHQ�WKLV�YLUXV�LV�
FRQTXHUHG� 
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VKHOWHU�DQG�PHGLFDO�FDUH�IRU�WKH�DQLPDOV�LQ�
QHHG�-�XQWLO�WKH\�FDQ�EH�DGRSWHG�LQWR�ORYLQJ�
KRPHV��2XU�IDFLOLW\�OLNH�PDQ\�RWKHUV�RSHUDWHV�
VROHO\�RQ�WKH����NLQG-KHDUWHG�GRQDWLRQV�IURP�
SULYDWH�SDUWLHV��YROXQWHHUV�	�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��
7KDQN�\RX�WR�DOO�WKDW�KDYH�GRQDWHG�WR�WKH�
VKHOWHU�SDVW�	�SUHVHQW��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKRVH�RI�
\RX�WKDW�KDYH�KHOSHG�WR�VDYH�DQ�DQLPDO��E\�
ZHOFRPLQJ�WKHP�LQWR�\RXU�KHDUW�DQG�KRPH�E\�
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